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1. Minutes of last meeting and actions arising  
The minutes and actions of the inaugural CWSWG meeting were noted and accepted. 
 
 
2. Administration & communication 
Contacts are being explored to possibly expand membership of the group. 
 
The CWSWG website is live with four members registered  

http://www.ukcensusoutputs.net/ cwswg 

 
The CWSWG Terms of Reference are on the website and will be updated with some 
minor amendments  

http://www.ukcensusoutputs.net/system:join 

 

Action: All members who have not already signed up should register with the 
website. 

http://www.ukcensusoutputs.net/system:join


3. Reports from web services  
Brief verbal updates were provided by the web service groups represented (CAIRD, 
ONS Web Development Programme, NeSS, NOMIS, EDINA, Data Feeds Network 
(DFN)). 
 
These provided updates on the recent activities and current progress of each service, 
and highlighted a number of useful topics and issues covered in discussions 
throughout the meeting.  
 
 
CAIRD 
Recent development work has involved manipulating 2001 Census tables, linking 
them with metadata, and processing them into one large SDMX based megacube. 
This has involved the data manipulation and rationalization of code list content, and 
the development of a rudimentary prototype front end service. Plans for the next 
year involve extending the processing to include all 2001 data, and experimenting 
beyond the pure SDMX model by using an SDMX/DDI hybrid to extend functionality 
and incorporate other elements such as comparison of intercensal comparisons. The 
move from a demonstrator to actual web service is targeted for mid 2010. 
 
 
ONS Web Development Programme 
The demonstration showed the recent developments and current plans for the ONS 
Web Development Programme. The uses of SDMX and the placement of the API 
within the overall longer term ONS infrastructure was demonstrated. More specific 
details focused on the current and recent development work involved with the 
Census Proof of Concept and test application to reprocessed 2001 data. Slides from 
the ONS presentation will be available on the CWSWG website in the Meeting 2 
Agenda, Papers & Files section. 
 
 
NeSS  
The NeSS website is still receiving around 100, 000 hits a month. The development 
budget has been transferred 01 April to ONS to the Web Development Programme. 
Development does continue under an enhanced support budget with focus on 
keeping the live website current and supported. Latest update Phase 15 went live 
21st April 2009, with Phase 16 due to go live on 28th July 2009. 
 
NeSS Data Exchange (NDE) - This is effectively ONS' first attempt at an externally 
available AP. V1.0 of the web service was launched just before Christmas 2008. V1.1 
was launched on 21st April 2009 with improved functionality. The NDE is a Web 
Service that supplements the NeSS Web Site, and allows other systems to query the 
NeSS Datastore and request and receive data. It transfers data in XML format and 
offers other systems huge efficiencies in extracting data. 
 
There are currently around 400 registered users of the web service and numbers are 
steadily rising. The decision on how to take NDE forward rests with the corporate 
web development team. CLG are very keen for ONS to further develop the exchange 
during 2009/10, in particular looking to incorporate Nomis output, and to interlock 
better with CLG's own data exchange initiatives. Corporately, ONS needs to consider 
how to respond to this interest and decide more generally how the data exchange 
progress to date is tied into the more corporate work developing the API. 
 



NOMIS  
The NOMIS demonstration showed the current working model for the SDMX based 
prototype developed to operate on the existing Nomis database. Issues and progress 
involving the SDMX queries and code list methods used were covered and formed the 
base for some extended group discussion. 
 
 
 
EDINA  
The Data Integration and Dissemination (DIaD) is an ESRC Census Programme 
funded twelve month project investigating the potential of using international open 
standards to perform data linkage between the aggregate statistical census data and 
the output geographies. The primary objective is to develop a data dissemination 
model which demonstrates a more generic capability – that of ‘geo-linking’. This 
provides the ability to separate census statistical data from the boundary (geometry) 
data to which it relates. Geo-linking allows for distributed, multi-source datasets to 
be seamlessly linked in a fashion that facilitates data separation for management 
and administration purposes. In essence, the approach proposed will provide an 
extensible infrastructure applicable not only to the immediate needs of the Census 
Programme but also more widely to broader requirements emerging from the e-
Social Science programme. Additionally, using the same standards based approach, 
the project will aim to demonstrate how further value added processing can be 
invoked by transforming the geo-linked outputs through a series of ancillary web 
processing services. 
 
Action: Chris Ashford to forward ONS Geography contact details to James Reid 
 
 
 
Data Feeds Network (DFN) 
The generally agreed approach moving forward will be for the network to take the 
lead in coordinating the development of applications that will access an ONS API. 
 
Workshop meetings to develop the approaches have been proposed, and the 
suggested structure from a DFN perspective would be based around the following 
three groups:   
 
1. Use cases and resource discovery (what sort of things users want to do, and 

what do they need to know about the data in order to do it?) 
 
2. Requirements of applications with regard to data formats and possible access 

controls 
 
3. Spatial data (How much spatial data should be in the feed, how much should 

be in an external GIS etc. Continuing issues with sizes of geographic code 
lists and the need for look-up tables) 

 
Workshop scheduling, location and attendance are being worked out, but the initial 
Use Case meeting should be held soon, possibly late July, with attendance by 
SASPAC and ESRC data units (as representative users) and possible ONS input to 
incorporate views with respect to casual users coming in via NeSS or NOMIS.  
   
 



SASPAC  
SASPAC are currently in the process of developing a component of the software that 
will query and deliver data from ONS' NeSS Data Exchange (NDE). This should be 
available to a small group of users for testing in the coming weeks, with an intention 
for release to all users later in the year. 
 
Although serving different user sectors, SASPAC and MIMAS (Centre for the 
Academic Census data) provide similar Census access services and expect to 
continue these following the publication of the 2011 Census outputs. With this in 
mind, both groups are currently investigating how they can benefit from 
collaborating on what are likely to be common components of their applications in 
the post-2011 Web Services 
 
 
4. Guest Speaker: Francesco Rizzo (Eurostat)  

Presentation - The Eurostat Census Hub Project  
Presentation - Progress with the Eurostat Pilot  

 
The presentations provided background to the Eurostat initiatives and introduced the 
Census Hub Project. The primary objective of the project is to broaden the 
dissemination of the results of the censuses conducted in the EU by providing users 
with centralized easy access to detailed census data that are methodologically 
comparable and structured in the same way. 
 
The progress of the hub project to date was summarized, with attention given to the 
ongoing pilot project, the current NSIs involved in the pilot, and the mechanisms to 
get involved. 
 
Discussions covered the potential for the UK to join in the pilot programme – the 
requirements to get involved and the development work, scheduling and implications 
of becoming involved. 
 
More detailed information presented prompted discussion of some of the more 
technical aspects and implications of the underlying SDMX based architecture on 
which the hub and interacting systems are based. 
 
The slides from the presentations are available on the CWSWG website at 

http://cwswg.wikidot.com/cwswgm:meetings-and-events 

 
and a number of papers covering codelists, system architecture, pilot cube 
specifications, hub implementation guidelines, and hub specifications are also 
available at  

http://cwswg.wikidot.com/cwswgm:meetings-and-events 

 
This page also has information about the content, arrangements and application 
details for the Eurostat SDMX technical workshop taking place in Barcelona in 
September. 
 
The section should also be used by members to ask questions and discuss issues or 
observations relating to the Eurostat initiative, the hub pilot, and the SDMX 
implementation. 

http://cwswg.wikidot.com/cwswgm:meetings-and-events
http://cwswg.wikidot.com/cwswgm:meetings-and-events


5. Next meeting 
The planned date for the CWSWG Meeting 3 is 24 September 2009, to be held in 
Titchfield. The following meeting - Meeting 4 of the CWSWG - is scheduled to be held 
in December in London. Some proposed dates are 7th, 11th, 14th, 17th, or 18th. 
Members are invited to express their intention to intend Meeting 3 and indicate 
availability for the proposed Meeting 4 dates on the website  
 
http://cwswg.wikidot.com/cwswgm:m3-availability 
 
Group members will be notified of any changes to the planned Meeting 3 date and 
confirmation of the final plans for Meeting 4.  
 

http://cwswg.wikidot.com/cwswgm:m3-availability

